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THE HISTORICAL COLLECTION OF PATENTS GRANTED IN FRANCE
IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY (1791-1901)

The French Patent and Trademark Office (INPI) is responsible for preserving the heritage of patents
granted in France in the 19" century. This unique collection consists of nearly 410,000 files (patents and
addition certificates) from 1791 to 1901. For more than a century, despite the change in legislation in
1844, the handwritten originals were kept, both during and after their period of validity, in the archives of
the Ministry of Industry and Commerce. From 1825 onwards, the administration published lists of patents
(patents granted or patents filed, depending on the period) each year in Catalogues des brevets d’invention
(Catalogues of Invention Patents), and then, from 1883 onwards, in weekly issues of the Official Bulletin
of Industrial Property (BOPI). These tools are complemented by the separate publication of expired or
ceased patents collection (known as the Machines & Procédés collection).

The documents making up the patent files were handwritten, with the exception of the pre-printed
certificate of grant, which appeared in the 1820s. This certificate served as a folder containing the various
documents of the file. Typed documents appeared in the 1880s. Except for the sketches, which could
vary greatly in size, the documents contained in the folder of each file were smaller than A3 format.

Between 1791 and 1844, patents were not numbered. They were listed in alphabetical order of the
applicants” surnames, numbering was introduced in 1844. From 1844 to 1901, 317,501 patents were
filed, with files classified from patent No. 1 applied for by Jean Amieux on 16 October 1844, for
“chaussures de santé’ (health shoes) to patent No. 317,501 applied for by Mr Faraut on 21 December
1901, for a "nouveau propulseur’ (new propeller).

NATURE OF PATENTS (1791-1844)
» Invention Patent: patent granted for any discovery or new invention

» Improvement Patent: patent granted for any improvement of an invention already patented,
whether the application was filed by the applicant for the first patent or by any other applicant.

» Importation Patent: patent granted for any invention or discovery coming from a foreign country,
whether the application was filed by the applicant for the first patent or by any other applicant. It
was possible to combine these three types of patents: invention and importation patent;
invention and improvement patent; importation and improvement patent; invention, importation
and improvement patent.
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» Improvement and Addition Patent: it was possible to file an unlimited number of additions to a
patent already granted. Additions could be filed by the applicant for the main patent or any other
applicant. They could relate to invention patents, improvement patents and importation patents.
The additions were then named as follows: invention, addition and improvement patent, or
importation, addition and improvement patent.

NATURE OF PATENTS (1844-1901)

» Invention Patent: patent granted for any discovery or new invention, provided that they were "new
industrial products, new means, or the new application of known means for obtaining an industrial
result or product" (Art. 2 of Law of 5 July 1844).

» Addition Certificate: certificate granted to the owner of a patent or to their successors in title for
any change, improvement or addition made to the original invention (Art. 16 of Law of 5 July
1844). The rights attached to addition certificates expired with those attached to the main
patent. Addition certificates were stored within patent files; they were made up of the same
documents. They bore the same number as the patent to which they were attached.

TYPES OF DOCUMENTS CONTAINED IN THE FILE:

» Certificate of grant: this was the document issued by the administration certifying the validity of
the patent. It had to be inserted into the patent file, which contained the following information:
title of the patent, surname and first name(s) of the applicant, place of residence or full address,
profession, date and place of filing, date of grant, contact details of any representative.

> Specification: the applicant or their representative described in detail the "principles, means and
processes” that made up the invention.

> Sketches: the applicant provided drawings (plans, sections and elevations) or a model of their
invention.

» Correspondence: the correspondence of the applicant could include letters addressed to the
minister, the opinion of the Advisory Committee of Arts and Manufactures, etc.

» Addition certificates: these files contained the same elements as the patents described above.
The additions were attached to the first patent filed.
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