
 
 
 
 

 

 
THE TRANSFER AND ASSIGNMENT OF PATENTS IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

 

Patent applicants could set up companies to exploit their patents. However, joint-stock companies were 
prohibited. 

 
They also had the right to assign their patents, in whole or in part, by a notarial act which had to be 
registered at the secretariat of the prefecture of the department of residence of the applicant. The 
proprietor of a patent could thus use their property rights as if it were movable property. 

 
After 1844, the provisions of the laws of 1791 remained unchanged: notarial acts had to be filed with the 
secretariat of the prefecture of the place in which the patents were filed. The Ministry of Commerce had to 
keep a register of patent assignments and transfers. 

 
Patent assignees and proprietors could use the addition certificates filed by the original patentee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


