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THE OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL PROPERTY (BOPI)

A milestone in the history of industrial property documentation, the creation of an official document
published on a regular basis provided inventors with a tool of reference that significantly simplified the
circulation of ideas and international exchanges. This tool came about following the first international
congress on industrial property held in Paris (from 5 to 17 September 1878) on the sidelines of the
Exposition Universelle. Intended to define an agreement to facilitate exchanges between countries while
presenting the rights of inventors, this congress was followed by two international conferences, also held
in Paris, in 1880 and 1883. The negotiations were lengthy and culminated in the signing of the first
International Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property, known as the ‘Paris Convention’, on 20
March 1883.

More specifically, Article 12 of the Convention stipulated that "each of the contracting parties undertakes to
establish a special industrial property service and a central office for communication to the public of patents
and trademarks." In addition, Article 5 of the Closing Protocol of the 1880 congress made this essential
point: "the organisation of the special industrial property service referred to in Article 12 shall include, as far as
possible, the publication in each state of an official periodical journal." For France, these measures were
implemented upon the signing of the convention. The service registering patents was already mandated
by the Law of 5 July 1844 to publish them officially, which it did in the Bulletin des lois (Bulletin of Laws)
and later in the Official Journal. The Industrial Property Office fulfilled this dual obligation, publishing the
Official Bulletin of Industrial and Commercial Property (BOPI) from 1884 onwards.

From 1902 onwards, the National Office of Industrial Property continued to publish weekly the list of
granted patents in the BOPI. Compared to the publications from 1896-1901, the new version of the BOPI
included only the notices section containing the bibliographic data of the patents; the tables were
published separately. This publication was significantly enriched with the publication of descriptive
abstracts, in accordance with the decree of 13 April 1956, which required patent applicants to submit
these abstracts indicating the subject-matter of their invention, the essential means for carrying out the
invention, and the main applications it involves. Publication of the BOPI continues today. It is the only
official publication that both has legal significance, with the publication of patent and trademark
applications, as well as the various phases of the procedure, and documentary significance, with the
publication of descriptive abstracts and drawings of patents. The BOPI dedicated to designs wasn’t
created until 1910.
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