
 
 

 

STATISTICS ON PATENT FILINGS SINCE 1791 
 

From the first law of 1791 to its revision in 1901, the patent heritage fund recorded nearly 410,000 
patent files in France up to the 19th century. 

 
From 1791 to the first reform of the law in 1844, 17,864 patents and addition certificates were granted, 
without numbering. 

 
From 1844, patents were numbered from 1 to 317,501, and 73,959 additions, bearing the same 
numbers as the main patent, were granted up to 1901, for a total of 391,460 files. 

 
In 1791, only 34 patents were granted. The number of applications then increased only very gradually; on 
average, 80 patents were filed per year by the end of the First Empire. It was with the economic 
development of the 1830s that the numbers rose significantly, averaging 600 patents per year. A first 
peak was reached before the reform of the law in 1844, with 1,397 patents filed in 1843. From 1845, 
2,666 patents were granted, and the patent numbers increased rapidly: between 5,500 and 6,000 
patents were granted every year under the Second Empire. New patents fell by half during the war of 
1870, but recovery was rapid, with 8,000 patents being granted every year by the late 1870s. In the 
1900s, 12,000 to 13,000 patents were granted every year. 
 
Statistics on patent filings and additions, 1791-1901 

 
Patent applications and additions, 1791-1901 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


